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“O Father, in your
Son, humbled, needy
and homeless, you
have humbled me.
He was humbled in
the womb of the
Virgin, needy in the
manger of the sheep,
and homeless on the
wood of the Cross.
Nothing so humbles
the proud sinner as
the humility of Jesus
Christ’s humanity..”
‐St. Anthony of Padua

A heart (and feet) warming story
Last week, I had a threeyearold little girl
come in with her mom to pick up formula
for her baby sister. I watched them hustle
across the street together. Mom was carry
ing her until they got inside. Mom's hands
were full in more ways than one. She has
four children, one of them a newborn.
I bent down to give a friendly
hello to the child. She
pointed at her feet and re
plied, "I wost my shoes!"
There she was. Barefoot.
Ten little piggies with no
socks or shoes covering
them, and it was chilly
outside. Mom was quick to
explain that she left her shoes
at the last place they had
stopped. I could tell she was a little em
barrassed her daughter had blurted this to
me. I chuckled, told her I have four chil
dren and totally understood. I recalled
those days of losing shoes and saying wha
tever was on the mind all too well.
"Would you like to come get some new
ones?" I asked. We have a small supply of
donated new personal care items along
side our food pantry, and I was hoping to
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have a pair on the rack that would fit.
She rushed over to the fancy silver sparkly
shoes and said, "Princess!" Her mom was
laughing and smiling from ear to ear. They
looked a bit big for her, but she loved
them and quickly put them on her tiny lit
tle feet. There was a decent gap
between her ankle and the
shoe, but she was un
doubtedly feeling like a
princess and she did not
mind that they were a lit
tle big. Her mom and I
exchanged smiles and a
good laugh. I adorned her
head with a Hello Kitty
stocking cap and we found a
pack of socks just her size. If she
put four pairs of socks on, the princess
shoes may fit just right! :)
Her mom was thankful for the encounter,
and I was, too. They came for a can of for
mula. They warmed my heart. I warmed
their feet!
‐April Boellstorﬀ
Director of Social Services/Operations
Auburn
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As you have likely seen in the news lately, hundreds of
refugees are expected to be resettled in Nebraska in the
months ahead. Preparing for and resettling these new
comers can be a daunting task, and could not be done
without the generosity and
dedication of our volunteers
and donors. I’d like to share
the story of one such vol
unteer, “Celia”, who has a
special love for welcoming
the stranger.
Celia’s interest in refugee re
settlement was awakened
through her years of teach
ing math to English As Sec
ond Language students at a local high school in Lincoln.
“Some of them have suﬀered much trauma,” she said,
noting that their experience sparked an interest to fol
low world events more closely. “You can teach them
English but they need help in understanding how our
U.S. system functions such as how to get a driver’s li
cense, take buses, where to go to school, how to get a
job,” she explained.
Through Catholic Social Services of Southern Nebraska,
Celia said she felt called to be a cultural broker by vol
unteering to help refugees navigate the system and help
welcome new arrivals. But her eﬀorts, she said, are a
drop in the bucket compared to what’s needed in Lin
coln.

Hundreds of evacuees from Afghanistan were expected
to settle in Nebraska as part of the first group arriving in
the United States, according to State Department data.
State department oﬃcials said they hope to resettle
95,000 refugees in the United States by September
2022. Refugees are arriving from other countries as well.
“We really need more volunteers,” stated Celia, noting
that she’s arranged and taken refugees to receive medi
cal care, helped them obtain food and clothing, and
helped set up homes with furnishings for refugees be
fore their arrival in Lincoln.
Celia shares that by helping refugees, she’s formed new
friendships that have enriched her own life. In addition,
assisting refugees has helped her put personal issues in
perspective. “My problems
don’t seem as important,”
she said. She’s also realized
that all people have God
given gifts that they are
called to share with others.
“Each of us has time, talent
and treasure to help others
in need.” She said all Ne
braskans can pull together
to help. “I’m so thankful for
how my experience helping
refugees has helped my life.”
Celia truly practices what she preaches as she has found
many meaningful volunteer opportunities through CSS
programs. Her first stop was St. Gianna Women’s
Homes. Because she had experienced domestic vio
lence, Celia felt she had something to oﬀer. Since then,
she’s experienced personal satisfaction in providing
transportation, establishing a garden, tutoring, and shar
ing her experience with the women so they don’t feel
alone.
“I feel we’re called to help others,” she said. “To whom
much is given, much is expected.”

“It was the scariest and hardest day of my life”
One of our recent Afghan refugees worked at the Presidential Palace as it was being taken over by the Taliban.
He knew if he was going to get out alive, he had to leave immediately. In what he described as the scariest and
hardest day of his life, he hid his government ID card in his socks near the bottom of his shoes and left for the
airport. By the grace of God, he was able to get rushed out and onto a plane. Since he had to flee immediately
in order to save his life, he had to leave his fiance, siblings, and parents behind in Afghanistan. He asked to be
resettled in Texas but was quite disappointed to be located in Lincoln. Since his arrival, he has fallen in love with
Lincoln and wants his family resettled here as well. He’s been in contact with his family and fiance and hopes to
get them out of Afghanistan as soon as he can. Please keep him and his family in your prayers.

Programs-Lincoln

A chance to encounter Christ

CSS Lincoln Adopt-A-Family program offers the opportunity
for an interaction with those in need, not just a transaction
The holiday rush is upon us. Whether it’s requests for
food pantries, help with utility bills or
whatever life may throw one’s way, this is
the time of year when all four of our
Catholic Social Services sites see a
surge in those coming to us for
help. As we do each day
throughout the year, we see each
request as an opportunity for an
encounter, not just a transaction
of services.
AdoptAFamily is a program
where we invite clients in Lincoln
whom we personally know to create
a wish list for their family. Members at
parishes are invited to collect an angel,
shop for a family and then personally deliver
the gifts to their home. If they would rather have the

family pick up their gifts at our CSS Lincoln location,
that is also an option. The angels are on
Advent giving trees at Cathedral, North
American Martyrs, St. Michael’s, St.
Peter’s, St. John’s and St. Joseph’s in
Lincoln.
Alongside the angels there are
also decorated gift card sleeves
for cash donations and gift cards.
All can be placed in the collection
baskets at the parishes
throughout December.
These continue to be diﬃcult times
for our neighbors who come to us for
assistance. Thank you for bring Hope in
the Good Life to those served by Catholic
Social Services of Southern Nebraska. God bless!

CSS Hastings Food Recovery Program
redistributed 209 tons of food
Catholic Social Services Hastings site is proud to be an Enabled Partner with Food Bank for the Heartland.
Enabled Partners are responsible for pickup and distribution of recovery food from select grocery stores.
Our staﬀ and volunteers recover perishable and nonperishable items from two Walmart locations and
Sam's Club in Grand Island and from the Hastings Walmart. This food is then redistributed on a weekly
basis to the public, at Crossroads, and food pantries around the Hastings area. In one year, this program
distributed 209 tons of food to 16 communities.

